Open Space Report Template

Leader:  Lois Butler
Name of group/topic: 

Health Ministries/Parish Nurse
Who was here?

Elder Toni Bradley
tgwbradley@cox.net
Rev. Lucy Stafford-Lewis
revlucy@cox.net
Rev. Steve Wright steve@villagepres.net
What was discussed?

20% of Jesus’s teaching was in healing. 
Dr. Gwynn Parry-Hoag’s Director of Community Medicine. Hoag will help churches who would like help if no nurse or doctor is available.  Only 6 Presbyterian churches are using a health ministry program.  There were 24 originally on the board-now there are 12 board members.  There are several denominations in this ministry.   This is not an invasive ministry it is a spiritual ministry, someone who cares.
Lois shared what happens at St. Mark’s Health Ministry which has been in effect for 10 years.  St Mark’s has a staff parish nurse for members and non-members.  She works only 10 hrs a week but it is amazing what she gets done.  She is always available by phone.  Parish nurses(can be doctors)-at church do blood pressure checks, flu shots, can do visits, they also have a hospice chaplain.  They have an AED on campus-ushers are trained(85 people are trained), they have annual training on AED, bi-annually CPR certification, annual earthquake preparedness, blood drives.
Lois is in training for spiritual care at Mission Hospital (Sisters of St Joseph in Orange).  

Steve brought to the discussion that he sees that preventative measures are just not discussed in the church.  How do we engage people earlier rather than after the disaster strikes?

Lois answered with the fact that this ministry helps provide discussion forums on obesity, end of life, nutrition, for all ages.  Lois does Raiki (Japanese universal life and energy concept) and uses Christian spirituality along with Raiki.  Her point is that we are not limited to Western Medicine.  Lucy has made space available for yoga with childcare in her church.
Every other month Hoag offers a luncheon with speaker for anyone interested in learning more.

If a church is interested in starting a health ministry they would call Hoag Hospital Cassie Parker RN.  There is a $600 per year fee payable to Hoag for participating in the program.
Where do we go from here? 

This was a very informative meeting.  Lois is available to provide further information on what she does and what St. Mark’s does.
